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Improving outcomes for children involved in multiple systems
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Using existing resources to improve outcomes for Oregon's kids

A SHORT SUCCESS STORY

Jessie came to Wraparound Oregon - Multnomah County two
years ago at the age of 15. She was gang involved and on
the run from foster care. Jessie was involved in a serious
juvenile offense and was on her to way to detention when we
connected with her. She had no high school credits. Her
whole high school career had been chaotic due to multiple
placements and homelessness. Jessie was initially reluctant
to get involved because of her past negative experience with
service systems. She liked Wraparound Oregon because
folks actually listened to her. Very quickly she was reunited
with her grandmother, who joined her child and family team.

Jessie's creative plan included: arranging for her grand-
mother, who lived in Washington, to travel to Portland;
helping Jessie to attend her mother's memorial service with
her sister (mom recently died in an auto accident); and
encouraging Jessie to express her feelings through poetry. As
people listened, she was less resistent and more engaged in
treatment. She returned to school and found a more stable
foster home with increased natural supports. Jessie com-
pleted a 30 day residential alcohol and drug program, is in
recovery, and out of the gang lifestyle. Jessie dreams of
going to college and becoming a probation officer.
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The Oregon Statewide Wraparound Initiative combines a public health approach with a
system of care philosophy in order to meet the needs of children inwlved in two or more

systems, and their families.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WRAPAROUNDOREGON.ORG/STATEWIDE




